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Fall Festival & Resource Fair 
For all Lake county residents 

Tuesday October 25th 5:30pm—7:30pm 

Participating agencies will be available with enrollment and program information. 
 
 

Crossroads * Starting Point * Big Brothers Big Sisters of NEO 
        

Family Planning Association * Lake Geauga United Head Start 
 

Lake County General Health District * Lake County Free Clinic 
 

Catholic Charities * Lake Health Wellness Institute * Birthright 
 

Lakeland Dental Hygiene Clinic * Auburn Career Center ABLE 
 

  Lake County Help Me Grow * Lakeland Women’s Center 
 

Forbes House * Lake County Jobs and Family Services * Lifeline 
 

Beacon Health * The Lake/Geauga County Autism Support Group  

Please join us for an evening of Family Fun! 
 

Come in Costume!!!  
*Activities for children * Prize drawings for parents  

* Pumpkins (limited quantity) 
   

Crossroads Early Childhood Services 
1083 Mentor Ave. 
Painesville, OH 
440-358-7370 

                                          
 
 
 

 Face  Painting 
 Cra�s 
 Giveaways 
 Treats 

 Open  to  the  Public 
 Program  enrollment  

opportunities 
 Community  Resources 

•  Community resource information
•  Program enrollment opportunities
•  Prize drawings
•  Pumpkins, crafts, face painting, 

treats and more! 

Tuesday, October 23 • 5:30–7:30 pm

Early Childhood Services
1083 Mentor Ave., Painesville

440-358-7370

Please join us for an evening of 
family fun! Come in costume!

Fall Festival &
Resource Fair

For all Lake County residents

Sponsored by:

(440) 974-1011

Celebrating Over 21 Years of Excellent Service!
MR. MOVER

Home

Office

Apartment

FREE ESTIMATES

ineedamover.com   440.951.4979
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www.HorizonChildcare.com

MENTOR
8303 Tyler Blvd.
440-205-8420

EUCLID
1050 E. 200th St.
216-481-3830

CLEVELAND
2285 Columbus Rd.

216-344-3000

Give your child the tools they need

Free Preschool
Preescolar Gratis

Limited Space Available. Call for details & eligibility.
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www.HorizonChildcare.com

MENTOR
8303 Tyler Blvd.
440-205-8420

EUCLID
1050 E. 200th St.
216-481-3830

CLEVELAND
2285 Columbus Rd.

216-344-3000

Give your child the tools they need

Free Preschool
Preescolar Gratis

Limited Space Available. Call for details & eligibility.
– Free TransporTaTion –
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By Mary Flenner

In 2001 Erin and Tony De-
Carlo’s fourth child, Thomas, 
was born during a difficult 

delivery and was later diagnosed with 
cerebral palsy.  

Despite the severity of Thomas’s 
condition, Erin and Tony always 
believed Thomas could do so much 
more.  Frustrated by the slow prog-
ress of the traditional therapy model, 
they enrolled Thomas in a conductive 
education program in Cleveland. 

“I knew there had to be something 
more to offer him.  I felt like we were 
holding him back with traditional 
therapies.  Within six weeks, he was 
doing things that I don’t even think 
doctors would have predicted he 
could be doing.  Holding his head up 
and even standing,” says Erin. 

Thomas quickly gained strength, 
and was thriving and showing 
motivation like never before.  Unfor-
tunately the program folded not long 
after, but the experience not only had 
changed Thomas’s life, but Erin and 
Tony’s vision for what could become 

of his life. 
In 2005, Erin and Tony founded 

Rising Star in hopes to not only help 
Thomas continue to thrive, but to 
help so many other children. 

“Rising Star teaches purposeful 
movement.  Every minute of the 
program is spent working in a mean-
ingful and productive way.  Whether 
it’s physical exercise, academic learn-
ing, social programs, or practicing 
daily living skills like eating, dressing, 
and toileting, the goal of every day 
is to help our students practice and 
learn the skills to reach their optimal 
level of independence for that child.” 

Rising Star began with temporary 
summer camps, grew to locations 
within schools such as Broadmoor, 
and is now located in what was 
formerly the parish of St. John of 
the Cross in Euclid, with 14 total 
classrooms available.  The academy 
recruits many teachers from Hun-
gary, which is where conductive 
education was founded. 

Katie Churchin’s son Will has 
been with Rising Star since their 
opening and says, “Rising Star helps 

Rising Star Academy empowers kids with cerebral palsy
One of only 42 conductive education centers in the country

the kids to understand their bod-
ies and understand themselves with 
other kids so they know they’re not 
in this alone.”

There are only 42 conductive 
education centers in the US, and Ris-
ing Star has seen families travel from 
Columbus, Wooster and Rittman, 
Ohio over the last 13 years. 

“We’re really lucky to have one 
here in Cleveland,” says Katie.  “I’d 
drive to Pittsburgh if I had to!”  

Rising Star also offers a more 
intense program than typical therapy. 
Some insurance only covers one 
hour of therapy per week, which 
isn’t adequate for most children with 
cerebral palsy.  And many special 
education teachers are dealing with a 
wide range of disabilities, from men-
tal to physical, while the conductors 
at Rising Star are experts in working 
with motor disabilities. 

“It’s all abut the motivation and 
empowering that makes us so suc-
cessful and our students so success-
ful.  And that’s why so many parents 
leave their school districts to come to 
us,” Erin continues. 

Phylicia Salinas’s 13 year-old son, 
Jeremiah has attended Rising Star 
Academy for five months and says, 
“He’s already able to take a few steps 
which is huge.  He’s now able to 
climb into a chair… and this is all 
just within a few months.  I can’t 
wait to see his progress in a year!” 
Phylicia says. 

“They integrate academics and the 
therapy while practicing life skills 
where most schools focus on occu-
pational or physical therapy.  Even 
his social skills have improved.  He’s 
more talkative and he’s so excited 
when he comes home to share what 

he did at school.  He’s made friends. 
He feels included.  His personality 
has really blossomed,” she continues.   

“The staff is truly welcoming and 
so kind.  They’re very accommodat-
ing; very kind people, which is very 
important when you have a child 
with special needs.  To know that 
your child is safe.  We’ve only been 
there a few months but it already 
feels like family.”

Katie Churchin says Rising Star 
Academy is also a great support 
system for families.  “You have some-
body else who understands what 
you’re going through,” she explains. 
“I think my son is physically stronger 
because of Rising Star but also hap-
pier. They always think about what 
these kids are going through.” 

“Our biggest challenge is to 
raise enough dollars to sustain the 
academy and eventually expand the 
programs,” says Erin.  

On November 9, Rising Star 
Academy is hosting their 13th An-
nual Gala, “A Sky Full of Stars,” at 
Windows on the River.   Guests will 
enjoy an open bar, live and silent 
auctions, raffles and more.  Tickets 
are available for both corporate and 
private sponsorship and an indi-
vidual ticket costs $100.  Find more 
information about the gala on their 
Facebook page.  

Parents interested in Rising Star 
Academy should contact Executive 
Director Erin DeCarlo at 440-454-
2898 or erin@gorisingstar to learn 
more and to schedule a free assess-
ment to ensure the program is a 
good fit.  

More information about their 
mission and innovative approach is 
available online at GoRisingStar.org. 

Jeremiah Salinas, 13, has blossomed
 in just a few months at 

Rising Star Academy.

Will Churchin has been with Rising Star 
since their opening.  Here he is at 9 years 

old working with a therapist.

www.geaugaparkdistrict.org

Celebrate autumn with
Geauga Park District

Saturday & Sunday  
October 6 & 7 · 1-5 PM

at Swine Creek Reservation in Middlefield Twp.

• Horse-drawn wagon rides (first come, first served)
• Fishing, kayaking, bouncy house, corn box & more!

FREE fun  
for all ages!

Horse-Drawn Wagon Rides

For details, visit

Free passes onsite for  
first-come, first-served boarding

FREE fun  
for all ages!

Saturdays & Sundays  
October 20, 21, 27 & 28  
1-5 PM · Last ride at 4:30 PM

Saturdays & Sundays  
October 20, 21, 27 & 28  
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NO TOBACCO 
UNDER 21

IT’S THE LAW

MUST BE 21 TO 
PURCHASE

The Lake County General Health District offers 
assistance to all Lake County cities who would like 
to adopt a Tobacco 21 ordinance to make tobacco 
products illegal for purchase to individuals under the 
age of 21.  

For more information on tobacco and tobacco-free  
polices, contact Cathy Hewitt at (440) 350-2442.

7/2018

NO TOBACCO 
UNDER 21

IT’S THE LAW

MUST BE 21 TO 
PURCHASE

  

 

By Lake County 
General Health District

Secondhand smoke (SHS) expo-
sure kills about 50,000 nonsmokers 
every year in the United States.  The 
United States Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention reports 
that one in four nonsmokers, which 
amounts to 58 million people in 
the United States, are still exposed 
to SHS.  Exposure remains highest 
among children, African Americans, 
persons living in poverty, and persons 
living in rental housing.  The report 
also found that 40 percent (or two in 
every five) of children aged 3 to 11 
years are still exposed to SHS. 

There are no safe levels of SHS.  
SHS contains over 4,000 chemicals 
with hundreds of them being toxic 
or known to cause cancer.  Infants 
who are exposed to SHS have a 
higher risk of Sudden Infant Death 
Syndrome (SIDS), acute respiratory 
infections, ear infections, and severe 
asthma.  Each year, exposure to SHS 
causes more than 41,000 deaths from 
lung cancer and heart disease among 
nonsmoking adults and approxi-

mately 400 deaths from SIDS. 
Thirdhand smoke is also toxic and 

is the leftover cigarette smoke that 
clings to hair, skin, clothes, furniture, 
drapes, walls, bedding, carpets, dust, 
vehicles and other surfaces, long after 
smoking has stopped.  Research from 
the American Chemical Society 
and Mayo Clinic suggests the toxic 
mix that makes up thirdhand smoke 
contains cancer-causing substances 
that could pose a far more serious 
threat, especially to young children.  
The biggest potential health risk is 
for infants and toddlers, as they are 
exposed when crawling and putting 
their hands or toys in their mouths.  
Their small size and early devel-
opmental stage make them more 
vulnerable than adults to the effects 
of thirdhand smoke.  The only way 
to protect nonsmokers from third-
hand smoke is to create a smoke-free 
environment, whether in your private 
home or vehicle, or public areas.

Lake County’s public support for 
smoke-free environments includes 
Fairport Harbor Exempted Vil-
lage School District, which was 
the first in Lake County to adopt a 

Secondhand and thirdhand smoke – know the dangers!

comprehensive 100% tobacco-free 
school policy.  The Lake Metroparks 
adopted smoke-free policies at Lake 
Erie Bluffs Observation Tower, 
Penitentiary Glen Nature Play Area, 
Penitentiary Glen Kevin C. Clinton 
Wildlife Center Yard, Farmpark 
Showman’s Circle, and Fairport 
Harbor Lakefront Park Concession 
Area on April 19, 2017.

What can you do?  Help support 
100% tobacco-free environment 
polices at your schools, colleges and 
businesses.  Most importantly, sup-
port Tobacco 21 legislation that will 
protect our youth from beginning to 

smoke too soon.  For information on 
how you can support policies in your 
community, please contact Catherine 
Hewitt by telephone at (440) 350-
2442 or via email at chewitt@lcghd.
org.  If you are interested in quitting 
tobacco, call the Ohio Tobacco Quit 
Line at 1-800-QUIT-NOW (784-
8669) or visit Ohio.QuitLogix.org.
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From singing to guitar, School of Rock 
inspires young artists

By Laura Lytle

During the last 10 years, the School of 
Rock has been inspiring young artists 
with music lessons and programs that 

give kids the complete rock experience including a 
live public performance.

“Our programs are designed to inspire kids to 
learn to play music and get them on stage to per-
form.  No prior musical experience is necessary to 
start in our school and once they are ready we take 
their passion and enthusiasm to build a life-long 
love for music,” said Marysa Brogan, general man-
ager at the School of Rock in Highland Heights.

All School of Rock programs use a perfor-
mance-based music education approach where the 
students learn a specific set of songs as a way of 
learning key music concepts and skills.

Whether a student is just starting out or already 
has some experience, the School of Rock instruc-
tors feed the musical souls of students 3 to 18 
years old.  Beginning with Little Wing (kids 
ages 3-5) students use classic rock songs to learn 
about rhythm, melody, song dynamics and music 
fundamentals. 

Rock Rookies (kids ages 6-7) are exposed to 
all types of musical instruments and gain a better 
sense of music fundamentals.  Through a group 
experience they learn about chords, rhythm and 
song structure.  Then in Rock 101 (ages 8-13) kids 
rehearse while having fun playing in a band and 
preparing for their first live rock concert.

Once a child has a sense of what they want 
to pursue, they can move onto Rock 101 – the 
complete experience of playing in a band.  In ad-
dition to weekly private lessons, the students play 
together as a band and have a live performance at 
the end of their program in a real venue outside of 
the school.

Every few months, Performance Program 
students (ages 8-18) take the stage and play at 
local music venues in front of a real audience 
at Brothers Lounge, Winchester or Beachland 
Ballroom.  The band is assigned about 20 songs 
that are tailored to the groups’ age and experience. 
They practice weekly as a band and in private les-
sons to refine their skills and music concepts.  As 
the hallmark program of the school, Performance 
Program students are always ready to rock.

“We hear from parents all the time they wish 

there was a program like this when they were 
growing up… and we’re proud to say they can still 
get this experience.  From vocals to guitar, drums 
and keyboards we help adults with varying levels 
of musical talent to learn music concepts and have 
the opportunity to perform at the end of the ses-
sion,” added Marysa.

Anyone is welcome to visit the School of Rock 
for a free class to find which program best fits 
their level of experience.  Interested students and 
parents can learn more about the School of Rock 
in Highland Heights, Westlake or Strongsville by 
visiting www.schoolofrock.com or calling 440-
684-7625.

Fall sign-ups are happening through early 
October to assign students into bands and begin 
working towards their next performance in De-
cember.  Students can begin lessons at any time 
throughout the year but the performance-based 
programs do have a schedule before they hit the 
stage.

ROCK ON!

We’ve Moved!

Great Lakes Mall, Mentor
(440) 571-5201

www.busybeesart.com/mentor
mentor@busybeesart.com

Paint Your Own
Canvas • Pottery • 

Glass Painting • Board Art

Create Your Own
Mosaics • Glass Fusing • Clay 

Hand Building

Also Available
Workshops • Parties 

Outings

Like us for updates and specials!

Stop by and visit us at our new expanded 
location at the Great Lakes Mall.

Located in the Planet Fitness concourse between Charming Charlie's & Hot Topic



Willoughby 
Self Storage

Residential, Business, Commercial
SECURE STORAGE

ADT wired for added fire and theft protection!

440-269-3939
www.willoughbystorage.com

4507 Beidler Road • Willoughby OH 44904
Behind Target and the Willoughby Commons Shopping

Busy Bees Pottery & Arts Studio 
moves to Great Lakes Mall

By Laura Lytle

Busy Bees Pottery & Arts is 
now welcoming customers 
to its new studio located 

inside the Great Lakes Mall in Men-
tor. 

“It’s very exciting to grow into a 
bigger space,” said Beth Brinton, 
owner and art enthusiast. “While the 
previous studio was a great space, 
our new space is more accommodat-
ing for an art studio and will better 
meet our customers’ needs as they 
create their works.  We are able to 
host larger groups and have a bigger 
workspace for creative sharing and 
inspiring ideas.”

“We see a lot of potential for our 
continued growth and are hoping to 
engage our customers in larger and 
more frequent events with our move 
to the Great Lakes Mall.  There is a 
lot of synergy between the Mall and 
our goals.  The new studio will allow 
us to reach more groups and conduct 
fundraising events.” 

Now open seven days a week, 
everyone is welcome to walk-in and 
begin exploring their creative talents.  
Art classes for beginners to experi-
enced creatives are hosted weekly for 

children and adults. No reservations 
are needed but it is recommended to 
call ahead for a large party of friends 
or to confirm a class time.

Offsite classes can also be held for 
a variety of occasions from school 
community events to corporate team 
building.  Some projects are finished 
that day, while projects that require 
firing are available for pickup at a 
later date. 

Artists can create projects in 
several mediums including pot-
tery painting, canvas painting, glass 
fusing, mosaics, board art, and metal 
materials based on their own unique 
design or from suggested templates.  
Staff are always there to help guests 
get started and assist with creating 
the finished envisioned piece. 

Beth added, “Many adults enjoy 
gathering together for ladies night or 
date night, where they can relax and 
de-stress from their day (or week), 
while creating and painting to-
gether whether it be pottery, canvas, 
stamped jewelry, board art and wine 
glass/bottle painting.”

“Busy Bees Pottery & Arts Studio 
projects are not just for girls either, 
we have ceramics featuring super-
heroes and men and boys love glass 

Create 
memories 

through art!

fusion because they get to use tools 
and build,” she added.

For studio hours during the school 
year, to find a class or schedule a 

group event, visit busybeesart.com/
mentor or follow Busy Bees Pottery 
& Arts Studio - Mentor, OH on 
Facebook.
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We Clean: Carpet • Area Rugs • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery
We also offer: Carpet Repair & Stretching • Fine Fabric Specialists

Leather Cleaning • ScotchGard™ • Tile & Grout Cleaning
Boat & Car Interiors • Clean Up Pet Dander

Stain & Pet Odor Removal • 24 Hour Water and Fire Damage Service

440.946.8082
7595 Tyler Blvd. • Mentor

info@mdcarpet.com
www.MDCarpet.com

Clean carpet has 
numerous health benefits:
•  Removes unhealthy  

mold growths
• Eliminates dust mites
•  Improves air quality for  

easier breathing
•  Eliminates harmful pollutants 

like pet dander and allergans

CALL TODAY FOR OUR FALL SPECIALS!
Mention that you saw us in Today’s Family Magazine!

Make Your Home Clean 
and Safe For Your Children
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mommy chronicles

Season of Change
By Stacy Turner

Change is hard, even when 
you know it’s for the best. 
This school year was a 

big one for us since my kids both 
started at a new school.  As soon 
as we knew the change was com-
ing, we let them know so they had 
time to wrap their heads around it. 
We’ve all had some angst –– each of 
us in our own way.  We know that 
this is completely normal and to 
be expected.  And even though our 
kids have done really well, the road 
hasn’t been completely without its 
share of bumps.

All along, we’ve tried to keep 
some consistency with things that 
are under our control.  Thanks to 
texting, FaceTime and social media, 
they can still keep in touch with 
their BFFs, and they still cringe 
when we refer to their friends in 
that way.  They still go to the same 
karate and youth group with the 
same kids they’ve been with all 
along.  We still have pizza movie 
night once a week.  But now, they 
spend their days at a new school, 
with a new group of kids.  And 
we’re all just trying to do the best 
that we can. 

In talking to our daughter after 
school one day, her dad tried to en-
courage our shy child to talk to her 
new classmates.  He told her what a 
great opportunity she has.  She gets 
to meet new people and choose a 
brand new path for herself in a new 
place.  Not many know her, so she’s 
got a clean slate to be whoever she 
wants to be.  The way he described 
it, it sounded kind of exciting, start-
ing fresh, meeting new people and 
getting brand new opportunities. 
She seemed to be feeling optimistic 
about it.  Then he explained that 
going off to college, or even starting 
out a new job will be similar, but 
now she’ll know what to do.  I think 
this made her feel more grown-up 

for a hot second.  Then the truth 
of the matter sank in, and he heard 
the full wrath of tween indignation. 
“What are you talking about?  You 
mean I’ve got to do this all over 
again?!!” 

They say that an artist isn’t always 
appreciated in his own time.  I 
think this may also be the case for 
dads and the wise words they try to 
impart to their kids.  It’s the same 
for moms, too. 

Later, my other child shared 
what she’s been learning in finan-
cial literacy class, about balancing 
checkbooks and setting budgets 
and paying bills.  She admitted 
that being an adult doesn’t sound 
as fun as she used to think it was.  I 
had to agree that yes, some parts of 
adulting are not very exciting.  But 
there are good aspects, too.  I also 
assured her that her dad and I are 
not in a big hurry for her to move 
out, pay bills and start an invest-
ment portfolio, at least not while 
she’s in the ninth grade.  I told her 
it doesn’t happen all at once –– that 
she’ll have time to learn and adjust 
and grow up as she goes.  I assured 
her there’s still time for her to be a 
kid.  She breathed a sigh of relief. 
Then she changed the subject and 
asked what I was making for dinner. 
I asked, “Didn’t we just have dinner 
yesterday?” 

Even as things are changing, 
it’s comforting to know that some 
things stay the same. 

© Can Stock Photo / 72soul

GUIDE

Discover nearly 
40 great party

ideas exclusively at: 
TodaysFamily 

Magazine.com

Beggar’s Night Trick or Treating
Friday, October 26 • 5:30–8:00pm

Hear spooky stories by the bonfire and then tour our 
scary but safe halls with trick-or-treats at every door. 

$8/ticket (One caregiver is free.) 

Home For The Holidays
Nov. 30–Dec. 2 • 11am–4pm

45 beautifully bedazzling trees, unique gifts & stocking
stuffers, more!  Group tours Nov. 28 & 29.  $12/ticket

440-639-2945 • www.LakeHistory.org

Two Great Events at the 
Lake County History Center!

415 Riverside Dr. 
Painesville Call for reservations or go to Eventbrite.com

How to Build a Model Railroad
Saturday, November 3, 2018 • 9 am to 2 pm

FREE and Open to the Public
Featuring:
• Basic layout framing - your railroad 

support structure (Benchwork)
• Basics of laying track - including the 

roadbed
• Basics transformer wiring - how to 

connect your transformer to your 
track

• Simple wiring / types - to run your 
trains

• Basic scenery - different construction 
techniques

• Model building - add that station or 
factory

            Attend one or all Topics

• Non-members are Welcome
• Note: Under the age of 15 must be 
   accompanied by an adult
• Each topic is taught by
   experienced model railroader
• Bring a current project
• Bring your questions; Take home a
   wealth of knowledge.

Lakeland Community 
College

Athletic & Fitness Center 
(AFC) Gym

7700 Clocktower Drive,
Kirtland, OH 44094

For latest up to date info, check www.MCR5.org 
or email promoday@mcr5.org

440-256-8141

National Model Railroad Association
Mid-Central Region - Division 5

Operating
Layouts!

   Admission is $3.00 for those 18 
and older. Students and veterans

  are free.  No strollers please. 
.

St. Gabriel
Christmas Craft Boutique

St. Gabriel School
 9935 Johnnycake Ridge Rd. • Concord Township

 Friday, November 9, 2018
6:00 – 9:00 pm

&
 Saturday, November 10, 2018

9:00 am – 3:00 pm
Come and experience the high quality craftsmanship 
of over 100 inspired artisans. Don’t miss this amazing 
opportunity to buy for those special people on your 

Christmas list!
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By Christa Melnyk Hines 

"Mommy, keep the hall light on," my six-year-
old reminds me as I tuck his beloved blanket 
securely around his slender frame and lean over to 
kiss him good night.

I've plugged in a night light in his room and 
another in the adjoining bathroom.  The orange 
glow of the street lamp outside bounces off the 
wall over his bed.  He already seems bathed in 
light, but I flip the hall light on anyway. 

Ten minutes later, I'm rewarded with the sweet, 
even-keeled breathing of a child asleep. 

I'm one of the lucky ones.  According to Dr. 
Jane Sosland, a clinical child and adolescent psy-
chologist, nearly 30 percent of children have sleep 
problems and oftentimes, bedtime battles can last 
well past midnight.

Fear of the dark is a normal part of develop-
ment and one of the most common childhood 
problems plaguing families of school-age children.  
Kids who are afraid of the dark take nearly an 
hour longer than others to fall asleep.  Without 
a good night's sleep, children can suffer behavior 
and mood issues and have trouble concentrating at 
school.

How can parents best support a frightened 
kiddo?

Discuss the fear. Listen carefully to your child, 
without playing into their fears, to see if you can 
identify a trigger. Nighttime fear might be caused 

by a fairy tale before bed or even a stressful event 
during the school day. 

"Maybe somebody was mean to them on the 
playground," Sosland says.  "It could also be 
there's some separation anxiety that occurs during 
the day, as well as at night, in terms of being able 
to sleep by themselves."

Other times, the fear won't make much sense at 
all. 

"Just by hearing what kids are saying, helps 
them feel heard and validated, which can help 
eliminate irrational fears," explains Berkley James, 
a pediatric sleep consultant. 

Beware of frightening images.  As kids wind 
down after a busy day and the quiet of the night 
sets in, they may begin to replay scary images in 
their heads that they saw during the day in books, 
movies, video games or on the evening news.  Pair 
those visuals with the strange night-time creaks 

of the house and a shadow suddenly appearing to 
move across the wall, and you've got a wide-eyed 
kid at midnight. 

Limit exposure to violent images and turn off 
the news when your youngster is around. Ac-
cording to a 2016 study published in Frontiers in 
Pediatrics, exposure to repeated images of terror-
ism in the media can negatively affect a child's 
emotional health.  "These almost live events can 
cause feelings of unsafety, hopelessness, and help-
lessness, which are often externalized by conduct 
problems," the researchers write.

But alarming images aren't the only source of 
terror. 

"These kids are quite imaginative.  They imagine 
all sorts of things in the dark that aren't there," 
Sosland says. 

Young children often can't distinguish between 
fantasy and reality.  If they imagine a monster in 
the closet, in their mind it must be there.

"Fears are not necessarily something that can be 
reasoned or rationalized so reassuring them tends 
not work because they just look for more and more 
reassurance," adds Sosland.

Switch on the light.  If your kiddo can only fall 
asleep if her ceiling light is on, relax.  Over time, 
dim the light.  Gradually move toward the soft, 
warm glow of a lamp, then a closet light, and fi-
nally a night light that is yellow or orange in color.

"Salt lamps are a great example of a soothing 

 
9550 SPERRY RD, KIRTLAND, OHIO 44094 
440.946.4400 EXT. 224   HOLDENARB.ORG

Saturday, Oct. 6 & Sunday, Oct. 7,  
10am – 4pm
Be a part of the Arboretum’s annual celebration and be 
guaranteed a wickedly cool Halloween. Enjoy the decorated 
gardens. Bring your children in their best costumes for an 
unforgettable day of trick-or-treating, leaf trails, cornstalk 
mazes, straw pyramid climb, face and hand painting, 
wagon rides, live entertainment, food and the traditional 
Scarecrow Row. Dogs on leashes welcome. Rain or shine.

NO RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 
Members: $15 per car; Nonmembers: $25 per car  
(up to 6 passengers)

CANOPY WALK & TOWER TICKETS:   
Nonmember adult $4;  Nonmember child (3-12) $2

Sponsored in part by:

HOLD-1802 09_Goblins Print Ad_TodaysFam_09.13.18.indd   1 9/13/18   3:35 PM

Seven tips for overcoming the fear of the dark

See FEAR OF THE DARK on page 21



Hawken.
Get Ready
to do school differently.

ALL SCHOOL  
OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, 10/21/18 
12:30 pm 

Grades 9-12 
Gates Mills Campus

Preschool-Grade 8
Lyndhurst Campus

To RSVP or for more 
information
440.423.2950  
(Preschool-Grade 8) 
440.423.2955  
(Grade 9-12)
or visit hawken.edu

RSVP today!

The best way to get to know Hawken is to spend 
time on our campuses. For more campus visit dates 
go to hawken.edu/admission

Coed Preschool-Grade 12  

All School Open House
Sunday, February 3, 2019 • 11 am – 1 pm
Join us for 10 am Mass followed by the open house 

and see what makes our school a family!
If you are unable to attend, please call to schedule a tour.

On My Way Program (2 & 3 year old with an adult)

Preschool & Pre-K (options based on age/readiness)

Full Day Kindergarten

Preschool through 8th Grade

8540 Mentor Avenue, Mentor  |  440.255.9781
www.stmarysmentor.org/our-school

Hand in Hand, 
Together, 

We Are One 
in Christ
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Choosing a

As a parent you want to provide the best 
for your child, especially when it comes 
to their education.  Choosing the right 

school is an important decision.  We are lucky to 
have so many exceptional academic institutions 
right here in northeast Ohio.  Private schools can 
be a great option for your child.  If choosing a pri-
vate school is in your future, consider the following 
factors to find the right school for your child.

List your educational priorities before you start 
looking at schools.  Think about what is most 
important to you in a private school.  For example 
if academics is more important than religion, but 
religion is more important than extracurricular 
activities, then have academics be number one on 
your list, religion number two and extracurricular 
activities number three. 

Find out about safety practices.   In today's 
world safety is a huge concern.  You will want to 
know how secure the facility is as well as what 
precautions are in place to keep danger away from 
your child and how well the teachers are prepared 
to handle the kids if a crisis situation should arise.

Understand the  philosophy or theology of the 
school.  If you are sending your child to a religious 
school you want to be sure the faith being taught is 

in harmony with the faith you want for your child.  
The same is true if you are sending your child to a 
school that operates around any basic philosophy.  
It is important to choose a school where your child 
will be taught things that reinforce and will be 
reinforced by what you are teaching in your home.  

Inquire about opportunities available for 
parental involvement.  If you are a parent with an 
interest in being involved in your child's school you 
will want to find out about the opportunities avail-
able.  There may be afterschool activities that need 

adult supervision or classroom teachers that need 
room parents to assist with classroom activities.  

What is the tuition, how is it paid and are there 
scholarships? Find out not only the cost of tuition, 
but also other costs such as money needed for trips 
or special projects.  A private education is a huge 
investment, but most private schools are willing 
to cater to the needs of solid prospective students.  
Many private schools willingly arrange payment 
plans.  Also check to see if your child is eligible 
for any scholarships or financial aid that may be 
available. 

Talk with various members of the private 
school community.  Getting an insider's perspec-
tive on the school can be very helpful.  Selecting 
the right private school can be a hard task, but 
with input from others it can be easier. 

Visit prospective schools.  While it is a good 
idea to narrow down your list by visiting the web-
sites of the schools you are interested in, you will 
want to visit each prospective school in person to 
get a feel for the environment and talk to admin-
istrators.  

Choosing the right private school will take some 
time, but doing your homework first will result in a 
great experience for you and your child.  

PRIVATE SCHOOL
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All Saints of 
St. John Vianney School
28702 Euclid Avenue, Wickliffe

(440) 943-1395
www.allsaintssjv.org

All Saints of St. John Vianney 
School in Wickliffe is a vibrant 
elementary and middle school 
attracting students from Mentor, 
Willoughby, Willoughby Hills, 
Wickliffe, Willowick, Eastlake, Eu-
clid and various other communi-
ties in the area.  With a history of 
academic excellence, All Saints 
develops independent leaders, 
academically prepared individu-
als who are effective communica-
tors.  

Located on the campus of the 
Center for Pastoral Leadership 
in Wickliffe, the school offers a 
faith-based, technology-enriched 
learning environment for stu-
dents in preschool through 
eighth grade. 

Their core curriculum includes 
religion, math, language arts, 
social studies, science and 
computer science.  All-day pre-K, 
Latin, music, art, and physical 
education are also offered, in 
addition to extracurricular sports 
and activities.  The school’s 
highly experienced teachers and 
staff are dedicated to helping 
students achieve their fullest 
potential and meet the diverse 
educational needs of students 
and their families. 

All Saints is committed to 
preparing 21st-century thinkers 
and learners, as well as good 
stewards of the Catholic church, 
empowering students to thrive in 
high school, college and be-
yond.

The Goddard School
7645 Fredle Drive
Concord Township

(440) 350-1333
www.goddardschool.com

For nearly 30 years, The God-
dard School has been a trusted 
name among parents and 
families. Their classrooms are 
safe, nurturing environments for 
children six weeks to six years, 
offering age-appropriate oppor-
tunities to explore and discover. 

Their unique kindergarten 
program utilizes more than just 
a typical four-walled classroom. 

They believe that engaging stu-
dents in the world around them, 
through their play-based Emer-
gent Curriculum, enhances their 
curiosity and love for learning. 

Their small student-to-teacher 
ratio enables individualized 
learning and therefore produces 
a more meaningful experience. 
Through this approach their 
students are becoming natural 
researchers, critical thinkers and 
inquisitive individuals preparing 
them for future success. 

Hawken School
www.hawken.edu
Lyndhurst Campus

Lower and Middle Schools 
Preschool -– Grade 8
5000 Clubside Road

(440) 423-2950

The Birchwood School
of Hawken

Preschool – Grade 8
4400 West 140th Street

Cleveland
(216) 251-2321

Gates Mills Campus
Upper School 
Grades 9 – 12

Mayfield and County Line Roads 
in Gates Mills

(440) 423-2955

University Circle
Urban Extension Center

The Sally & Bob Gries Center 
for Experiential and 

Service Learning
10823 Magnolia Drive

Cleveland

At Hawken, they not only teach 
children to be great students, 
they encourage them to be great 
people.  Hawken School’s long 
tradition of nationally recog-
nized, forward-focused program-
ming emphasizes the develop-
ment of the creative and critical 
thinking skills needed to thrive 
in an increasingly complex and 
dynamic world.

They are a coeducational, 
diverse community committed to 
the development of both char-
acter and intellect.  Innovative 
schedules and state-of-the-art 
facilities, including Stirn Hall on 
the Gates Mills campus, optimize 
learning.  From their Gries Cen-
ter in University Circle, students 
participate in educational part-

Private School Guide

Teaching 

through teaching, learning, leading, and serving 

   

 Learning Loft Preschool offers My Buddy & Me to Age 5 
 St. Gabriel School offers full day Junior Kindergarten to Grade 8 
 1:1 Technology Program 
 New Innovation Center 
 Holistic, Student-Centered Education 
 14:1 Student to Teacher Classroom Ratio, lower in Preschool, JK 
 Six Related Arts Classes including Spanish and Band 

Come & discover the difference! 
 

Please register online or call: 
 

Open Houses: Tuesday, October 9, 9am 
Kindergarten Meet & Greet: 

Friday, November 2, 9am 
 

Visit: St-GabrielSchool.org 
440/354-7858 

@StGabrielGrizzly 

First day of Kindergarten 
with Ms. Myers! 
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nerships with world-renowned 
institutions.  With international 
study opportunities, STEMM 
internships, honors programs in 
entrepreneurial studies and en-
gineering, fabrication labs, and 
a language program that begins 
at the pre-K level, students are 
prepared for all the opportuni-
ties the world offers.  Learn how 
Hawken can prepare your child 
for the future by attending or 
scheduling a visit. Call (440) 423-
2955 or visit www.hawken.edu 
for more details. 

Hershey Montessori 
School

www.Hershey-Montessori.org
(440) 357-0918

Concord Campus
10229 Prouty Road
Huntsburg Campus

11530 Madison Road

Hershey Montessori School is 
a leader of Montessori programs 
and is the first in the world to 
offer a complete continuum of 

Montessori education that in-
cludes Dr. Montessori’s vision of 
a residential program for adoles-
cents where rigorous academics 
are integrated to land studies 
and the business of a working 
farm.  

Its individualized programs are 
comprised of multi-age class-
rooms that span three years and 
correspond to development 
needs.  These programs include 
the Parent-Infant Program (2 
months to 12 months), the Young 
Child Community (12 to 36 
months), Children’s House (3 to 
6 ½ years), Elementary (6 to 12 
years) and Adolescent Commu-
nity (12 to 18 years).  At Hershey, 
they engage students on global 
issues that cultivate intellectual 
rigor and essential skills. Montes-
sori methods allow them to draw 
upon every child’s natural inclina-
tion to learn and help them grow 
into capable, expressive, and 
engaged citizens.  

For more information, call (440) 
357-0918 or visit them online at 
www.Hershey-Montessori.org.

Laurel School
www.LaurelSchool.org

(216) 464-0946
Lyman Campus

One Lyman Circle
Shaker Heights
Butler Campus

7420 Fairmount Road
Russell Township

Laurel School, founded in 
1896, is a nationally recognized 
college preparatory, indepen-
dent day school for girls, kinder-
garten through grade 12, with a 
coeducational pre-primary. Laurel 
students come from 74 com-
munities in northeast Ohio. Their 
traditional Lyman Campus is in 
Shaker Heights and their 150-
acre Butler Campus is in Russell 
Township. The Butler Campus 
is home to competitive athletics 
and outdoor experiential learn-
ing, including northeast Ohio’s 
only outdoor pre-primary school.

Laurel’s Center for Research 
on Girls (LCRG) was established 
in 2007, drawing on the school’s 
long history as a site of pioneer-

ing research on girls. LCRG 
conducts and sponsors original 
research on girls, harnesses 
existing research to shape the 
day-to-day education of girls and 
connects parents and teachers 
with research findings relevant to 
raising and educating girls.

Save the Dates!  All-School 
Open House on October 27 
and the Pre-Primary and Primary 
Schools Open House on January 
12.  Visit LaurelSchool.org/ 
OpenHouse.

Lawrence School
www.lawrenceschool.org

(440) 526-0717

Lower School (K–6)
1551 East Wallings Road

Broadview Heights

Upper School (7–12)
10036 Olde Eight Road

Sagamore Hills
Lawrence School is an inde-

pendent day school serving 
students in grades K–12 with 
dyslexia, ADHD, and other 
language-based learning differ-

at Lawrence School

Alphabet Adventures provides your preschool or
kindergarten-aged child the foundation they need
for future reading success!

	 •	 Small group and individualized instruction

	 •	 Multisensory and evidence-based strategies

	 •	 Structured literacy approach to help children
  improve alphabet knowledge, pre-reading skills,
  and phonemic awareness

Weekday and weekend sessions available at 
1551 E. Wallings Road, Broadview Heights, OH 44147

Learn more at www.lawrenceschool.org/ABC
or call 440.832.7850

Adventures

Hawken School cont'd

Private School Guide
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50% OFF FIRST MONTH’S TUITION!*

CONCORD TOWNSHIP • 440-350-1333

GoddardSchool.com

We help children explore and 
discover their interests through play 
in a safe environment. We provide 
ample opportunities for fun learning 
experiences, promoting a lifelong love of 
learning in literacy, science, technology, 
engineering, arts and mathematics.

READY. 
SET. 
GOddard!

INFANT THROUGH PRE-K • JUNIOR KINDERGARTEN • PRIVATE KINDERGARTEN 

LEARNING GARDEN • KIDS CLUB: BEFORE- AND AFTER-SCHOOL • OUTDOOR CLASSROOM

*Offer valid for new Goddard families at the above location only. Some program restrictions apply. Not valid with any other offer. The Goddard Schools are operated by independent franchisees 
under a license agreement with Goddard Systems, Inc. Programs and ages may vary. Goddard Systems, Inc. program is AdvancED accredited. © Goddard Systems, Inc. 2018
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ences.  With its small classes, 
research-based methodologies, 
personalized instruction and 
hands-on learning opportuni-
ties, Lawrence removes barri-
ers to learning and unleashes 
untapped potential in children 
from more than 80 communities 
throughout northeast Ohio. 

With the help of positive, 
energetic and dedicated faculty, 
students find the tools that work 
best for them.  This includes 
technology, which like every-
thing else at Lawrence, is taught, 
utilized, customized, and fully 
integrated for the sake of stu-
dents.  It’s what comes naturally 
at a school that is committed to 
its mission, to constant improve-
ment, and to putting kids first. 

Lawrence School – where 
great minds don’t think alike – 
has two campus locations.  The 
Lower School campus in Broad-
view Heights serves students in 
grades K–6, while the 47-acre 
Upper School campus in Saga-
more Hills serves students in 
grades 7–12.  Both locations are 
central to the greater Cleveland 
and Akron area.

Mater Dei Academy
29840 Euclid Avenue, Wickliffe

(440) 585-0800 
www.materdeiacademy.us

Mater Dei Academy, an ODE 
STEM designated school, is com-
mitted to providing an excellent 
education in a loving, faith-filled 
environment.  Students in pre-
school through grade eight are 
given the opportunity to discov-
er and achieve while building on 
their Catholic moral values.

The well-rounded, innovative 
and challenging curriculum pro-
vides students the opportunity to 
discover their own unique talents 
in a nurturing environment.  With 
the help of dedicated educators, 
students are prepared spiritu-
ally, intellectually, and socially 
to achieve in the classroom and 
become active in the community. 
Mater Dei students are account-
able for their actions while caring 
for others and demonstrating re-
sponsibility for the world around 
them.

 In addition, after-school activi-

ties help students further broad-
en their horizons.  Mater Dei is 
proud to offer science fiction and 
art clubs, spring musical, baton, 
CYO sports and a variety of 
other activities.

 Campus tours can be sched-
uled by calling the school office 
at (440) 585-0800.

 
Mentor Christian School
8600 Lakeshore Blvd., Mentor

(440) 257-3172
www.mentorchristian.com

Notre Dame 
Elementary School

13000 Auburn Road, Chardon
(440) 279-1127

(440) 279-1129 (admissions)
www.ndes.org

Notre Dame Elementary 
School, recognized as a National 
Blue Ribbon School of Excel-
lence, inspires students every 
day.  On the 450 acre campus of 
the Sisters of Notre Dame, Notre 
Dame Elementary and Notre 
Dame-Cathedral Latin educate 
over 1250 students in preschool 
through 12th grade.  The school 
provides a strong foundation for 
students to pursue their dreams, 
achieve academic excellence, 
realize their full potential, and 
helps them to make a transfor-
mational difference in the world.  

Strong academics, leadership, 
spirituality, service and the de-
velopment of individual gifts and 
talents define Notre Dame. 

Recognized twice with the 
Governor’s Thomas Edison 
Award for Excellence in STEM 
Education and Student Research, 
NDES has a distinct focus on 
critical thinking and problem-
solving skills. Students engage in 
the learning process through col-
laboration, technology integra-
tion and artistic creativity.  

Notre Dame’s community spirit 
exudes warmth and care among 
students, parents and staff, as 
well as its deep relationship with 
the Sisters of Notre Dame.  

Notre Dame Elementary 
School celebrates its 61st year 
as the first and largest Catholic 
elementary school in Geauga 
County.  Contact Josephine Am-
brose in admissions to schedule 
a tour or shadow day. 

Moral Values 
Discovery 

Achievement

Mater Dei Academy students are empowered to grow 
spiritually, academically and socially through worship, a 
challenging curriculum, service and extracurricular activi-
ties.

Mater Dei Academy offers kindergarten through grade 
8 and all-day pre-K.  All-day preschool for 4-year-olds 
(M/W/F) and half-day preschool for 3-year-olds (T/Th).

Mater Dei Academy offers: advanced/honors coursework; 
individual ChromeBooks for grades 6–8; ActivBoard tech-
nology in classrooms; STEM lab; weekly physical education, 
art, music, Spanish and technology classes.  Tutoring and 
remedial help is available for those who qualify.  Hot lunch 
available.  Before-and after-school care is also available.

We offer a comprehensive course of study fully accred-
ited by the Ohio Department of Education and the Ohio 
Catholic Schools Accrediting Association.

29840 Euclid Avenue
Wickliffe, OH 44092

440-585-0800
440-585-9391 fax 

www.MaterDeiAcademy.us

Mater Dei Academy students are empowered to grow spiritually, 
academically and socially through worship, a challenging curriculum, 

service and extra-curricular activities.

Mater Dei Academy offers Kindergarten through grade 8 and 
all day Pre-K. All day preschool for 4 year olds (M/W/F) 

and half day Preschool for 3 year olds (T/Th).

Mater Dei Academy offers advanced/honors coursework, individual 
ChromeBooks for grades 6-8, ActivBoard technology in classrooms, 

weekly Physical Education, Art, Music, Spanish and Technology 
classes; tutoring and remedial help is available for those who qualify. 

We participate in the diocesan hot lunch program.
Before/After school care is also available.

We offer a comprehensive course of study fully accredited by the Ohio 
Department of Education and the Ohio Catholic Schools Accrediting Association.

Upcoming Events:

August 23rd  
Orientation Day

 
August 24th

First Day of  School

 Accepting 
Registrations for

All Day 
Pre-Kindergarten

Call the school office or 
see our website for more 

information

Moral Values · Discovery · Achievement

Campus Tours
Call the school office 
to schedule your visit

29840 Euclid Avenue
Wickliffe, OH 44092

440-585-0800
440-585-9391 fax 

www.MaterDeiAcademy.us

Mater Dei Academy students are empowered to grow spiritually, 
academically and socially through worship, a challenging curriculum, 

service and extra-curricular activities.

Mater Dei Academy offers Kindergarten through grade 8 and 
all day Pre-K. All day preschool for 4 year olds (M/W/F) 

and half day Preschool for 3 year olds (T/Th).

Mater Dei Academy offers advanced/honors coursework, individual 
ChromeBooks for grades 6-8, ActivBoard technology in classrooms, 

weekly Physical Education, Art, Music, Spanish and Technology 
classes; tutoring and remedial help is available for those who qualify. 

We participate in the diocesan hot lunch program.
Before/After school care is also available.

We offer a comprehensive course of study fully accredited by the Ohio 
Department of Education and the Ohio Catholic Schools Accrediting Association.

Upcoming Events:

August 23rd  
Orientation Day

 
August 24th

First Day of  School

 Accepting 
Registrations for

All Day 
Pre-Kindergarten

Call the school office or 
see our website for more 

information

Moral Values · Discovery · Achievement

Campus Tours
Call the school office 
to schedule your visit

29840 Euclid Avenue
Wickliffe, OH 44092
440-585-0800

www.MaterDeiAcademy.us

Ohio Designated STEM School!

CAMPUS TOURS
Call the school office to schedule your visit!

Lawrence School cont'd
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See how we inspire each girl to fulfill her promise and to
better the world every day. Our Open House offers the
opportunity to learn about our nationally-recognized Center
for Research on Girls, as well as our rigorous academic
programming grounded in the themes of civic engagement,
global studies, entrepreneurship and STEAM (science,
technology, engineering, arts, mathematics). 

Her discovery starts here.

Girls Kindergarten-Grade 12 
and Coed Pre-Primary 
LaurelSchool.org  
216.464.0946Dream.Dare.Do.

LYMAN CAMPUS One Lyman Circle, Shaker Heights, Ohio
BUTLER CAMPUS 7420 Fairmount Road, Russell Township, Ohio

All-School Open House
Saturday, October 27, 9:00-11:00 am
RSVP today! LaurelSchool.org/OpenHouse

Where passions 
are discovered.

es t.1896
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Our Shepherd 
Lutheran School

508 Mentor Avenue, Painesville 
(Across from Lake Erie College)

(440) 357-7776
www.oslpainesville.org

Our Shepherd Lutheran School 
and its highly educated and 
caring staff have joyfully served 
the counties of Lake, Geauga, 
and Ashtabula since 1980.  They 
engage students with new and 
innovative programs, ideas, 
instruction, and hands-on learn-
ing while remaining dedicated to 
the faith formation of students in 
a loving, Christ-centered environ-
ment.  They are a kindergarten 
through eighth grade, private 
Christian school located across 
the street from Lake Erie College 
and housed in the Zion Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church campus.

 Our Shepherd provides a 
full-day kindergarten program; 
middle school enrichment pro-
gram of elective style courses; 
and a S.T.E.A.M. program for 
all grades.  Our Shepherd also 

features a technology lab, iPads, 
1-to-1 Chromebooks, mobile 
Chromebook lab, Smartboards in 
the classrooms, science lab, and 
enhanced library/media center. 

Open enrollment to the com-
munity begins February 1, 2019.  
Classes fill quickly!

 For more information, please 
contact Stephanie DeGidio, 
admissions counselor at (440) 
357-7776 or email at sdegidio@
oslpainesville.org.

St. Anselm School
13013 Chillicothe Road

Chesterland
(440) 729-7806

www.stanselmschool.org

4200 State Route 306, Willoughby OH 44094
www.willohill.com/whcs ∙ (440) 951-5391

A Christian Educational Option for
Preschool through Sixth Grade

• Safe, Christ-centered, family-oriented atmosphere 
• Specials include Art, Music, Computer, STEM Lab & more!
• Financial Aid & Ohio EdChoice Scholarship program (K-6)
• Full-day Kindergarten; Full & half-day options for preschool

Join us for Fall Festival & Open House
Saturday, October 27 from 1:00–3:00 PM 

Willo-Hill
Christian School

Where Students Grow In Faith and Knowledge

Private School Guide
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St. Gabriel 
Learning Loft Preschool & 

St. Gabriel School
9935 Johnnycake Ridge Road 

Concord Township 
(440) 352-6169

www.St-GabrielSchool.org

Offering preschool through 
eighth grade plus My Buddy & 
Me classes for 2.5-year-olds.

St. Gabriel School and pre-
school has been preparing its 
graduates for life through faith, 
learning, and love for over fifty 
years.  They have state-of-the-art 
facilities and one-to-one technol-
ogy. 

They are proud to introduce 
their newly constructed Innova-
tion Center maker space. Most 
importantly, their teachers make 
the difference. Through compas-
sion, dedication, and expertise, 
they ignite learning. 

They are a STEM designated 
school by ODE and instill a 
strong sense of purpose and 
service.  They are proud to be 
a part of the Cleveland Diocese 

Better Together initiative, striving 
to serve all students and meet-
ing their needs.  Discover how 
St. Gabriel Learning Loft and St. 
Gabriel School will enrich your 
child’s future. 

For preschool call 440-354-
7574.  An open house for grades 
JRK–8 will be held on Tuesday, 
October 9 at 9 am.  A kindergar-
ten meet and greet will be held 
on Friday, November 2 at 9 am. 
Call (440) 354-7858 or visit  
St-GabrielSchool.org to register.

St. Mary of the Assumption 
School & Wee Learn 
Preschool Program

8540 Mentor Avenue, Mentor
(440) 255-9781

www.stmarysmentor.org/
our-school

St. Mary of the Assumption 
School in Mentor has been a 
model of excellence and virtue 
to the children of northeast Ohio 
since 1952.  St. Mary’s provides 
a warm, safe, supportive and 
nurturing Christ-centered envi-

ronment.  They provide oppor-
tunities for children to learn and 
grow in their faith both academi-
cally and socially. 

Their curriculum provides 
students with an education that 
challenges them to live faith-
filled lives and succeed in high 
school and beyond.  Students 
have access to the latest tech-
nology including laptops, iPads, 
Chromebooks, 3-D printers, and 
Google Classroom. 

Students can begin their 
education with preschool and 
pre-K “Wee Learn Program” and 
continue to their fully accred-
ited, coed Catholic school for 
grades K–8.  Tuition assistance 
and scholarship opportunities are 
available. 

Please join them on Sunday, 
February 3, 2019 for 10 am Mass 
followed by an open house from 
11 am – 1 pm.  You can tour the 
Wee Learn Preschool, K–8 class-
rooms and meet the administra-
tion, faculty and staff.  If you are 
unable to attend, please call to 
schedule a tour.

 St. Mary School Chardon
401 North Street, Chardon

(440) 286-3590
www.stmaryschoolchardon.org

St. Mary School Chardon is the 
only Ohio Department of Educa-
tion designated STEM school in 
Geauga County and has been 
recognized as a Cleveland Clinic 
Banner School for three consecu-
tive years.  

Academic programs and extra-
curricular activities are designed 
to stimulate curiosity, develop 
critical thinking, and foster the 
desire for lifelong learning.  
Small class sizes allow teachers 
to make direct connections with 
their students and meet them 
where they are.  

St. Mary Chardon students 
receive an excellent academic 
foundation and are prepared to 
live a faith-filled life in contempo-
rary society.   Come learn more 
about the excellent academic, 
faith-filled education offered to 
students from preschool through 
eighth grade. 

Thomas Edison STEM Award Winning School

401 North Street, Chardon, OH  44024 • 440-286-3590
www.stmaryschoolchardon.org

TECHNOLOGY
• ACTIVBoards in all classrooms • Daily use of iPads • Technology Lab 

• Classroom Computers • Integrated Technology Curriculum
 • 1:1 laptops in Junior High

CHALLENGING CURRICULUM
• STEM • Science Olympiad • Honors Classes • Spanish K-8 
• Choir, Band, Drama, Art • National Junior Honor Society  

• NEW & ACCREDITED FULL TIME AND EXPANDED PRESCHOOL OFFERINGS

FAITH AND SERVICE
• Daily Religion classes • Student-led Weekly Mass • Beacon of Light Ministry 

• Service projects K-8 • S.T.A.N.D anti-bullying program • Retreats and Devotions

Like us on Facebook

Thomas Edison STEM Award Winning School

401 North Street, Chardon, OH  44024 • 440-286-3590
www.stmaryschoolchardon.org

TECHNOLOGY
• ACTIVBoards in all classrooms • Daily use of iPads • Technology Lab 

• Classroom Computers • Integrated Technology Curriculum
 • 1:1 laptops in Junior High

CHALLENGING CURRICULUM
• STEM • Science Olympiad • Honors Classes • Spanish K-8 
• Choir, Band, Drama, Art • National Junior Honor Society  

• NEW & ACCREDITED FULL TIME AND EXPANDED PRESCHOOL OFFERINGS

FAITH AND SERVICE
• Daily Religion classes • Student-led Weekly Mass • Beacon of Light Ministry 

• Service projects K-8 • S.T.A.N.D anti-bullying program • Retreats and Devotions

Like us on Facebook

Thomas Edison STEM Award Winning School

FREE COMMUNITY EVENTS 
PRESENTED BY ST. MARY SCHOOL 

Join us for more education, fun and community building through the year.
September 15th ~Parent Education Series 

Nurturing the Whole Family
Leave this night with practical techniques you can use to help guide your 

student and family through a successful school year. Stress reduction, anxiety 
manage-ment, behavior tips and research-based techniques. Co-presented by 

Family Pride.

October 20th ~ Trunk or Treat Celebration!
A family-friendly event that allows maximum mingling with minimum 

walking. Cars will be parked in our lot, decorated for the event and handing 
out candy and treats!  Use your costume more than once!  Local community 

groups welcome to participate.
November 3rd ~ Early Childhood Expo

St. Mary School Is MAGIC!  Join us for a “magical” evening of fun for your 
little ones. This event is geared toward families and children ages 1-7. A full 

magic show, juggling, hands-on arts, crafts and learning activities throughout 
the eve-ning. Come see NEW preschool options at St. Mary School.

January 29th ~ Catholic Schools Week Pancake Breakfast 
& Open House

Enjoy free pancakes and tours of the school. Learn more about the award 
winning STEM program at SMS.

April 6th ~ Learning Fair.
Come see student created artwork, Science Fair projects, young 

authors books and more at this celebration of learning accomplished 
throughout the year!

For more information or to sign up for any of these programs, visit our 
website: www.stmaryschoolchardon.org or call 440-286-3590

401 North Street, Chardon, OH  44024 • 440-286-3590
www.stmaryschoolchardon.org

TECHNOLOGY
• ACTIVBoards in all classrooms • Daily use of iPads • Technology Lab 

• Classroom Computers • Integrated Technology Curriculum
 • 1:1 laptops in Junior High

CHALLENGING CURRICULUM
• STEM • Science Olympiad • Honors Classes • Spanish K-8 
• Choir, Band, Drama, Art • National Junior Honor Society  

• NEW & ACCREDITED FULL TIME AND EXPANDED PRESCHOOL OFFERINGS

FAITH AND SERVICE
• Daily Religion classes • Student-led Weekly Mass • Beacon of Light Ministry 

• Service projects K-8 • S.T.A.N.D anti-bullying program • Retreats and Devotions

Like us on Facebook

Thomas Edison STEM Award Winning School

Only STEM 
Designated school 
in Geauga County

 Small class size, huge benefit

Cleveland Clinic Banner School

Faith, Family, Future
Catholic education for children preschool-8th grade

FREE COMMUNITY EVENTS
PRESENTED BY ST. MARY SCHOOL 

Join us for educational, fun and community-building 
activities throughout the year! 

October 25 – Trunk or Treat  6:30–8pm
A family-friendly event that allows maximum mingling with minimum 

walking.  Cars will be parked in our lot, decorated for the event and 
handing out candy and treats!  Use your costume more than once!  

Local community groups welcome to participate.  
 

November 8 – Early Childhood Expo  6:00–7:30pm
St. Mary School ROCKS!  

Join us for a night of dancing, DJ, and fun!  This event is FREE, open to the 
community and geared toward children 1–10.  This event will feature hands-

on activities, in all early ed rooms.   If you are considering our preschool or 
kindergarten programs, this is a great way to check them out.

 

January 27 – Catholic Schools Week
Pancake Breakfast (after 8 & 10 Masses)

 School Open House 11–2pm
Enjoy free pancakes and tours of the school.  Learn more about the 

award-winning STEM program at SMS.
Free and open to everyone in the community!

 

January 16 – Preschool Open Registration 
Don't miss out on your spot for the 2019–20 school year!

April 11– Learning Fair 6:00–7:30pm
Come see student-created artwork, science fair projects,  

young authors books and more at this celebration of learning  
that was accomplished throughout the year!

401 North Street
Chardon, OH 44024

440-286-3590
stmaryschoolchardon.org

Like Us on 
Facebook

Private School Guide



TODAY’S FAMILY MAGAZINE         OCTOBER2018          17

Villa Angela-St. Joseph 
High School 

18491 Lakeshore Boulevard
Cleveland

(216) 481-8414
www.vasj.com

Villa Angela-St. Joseph High 
School is a Catholic, comprehen-
sive college-preparatory school 
and the only school in the world 
cosponsored by the Ursuline Sis-
ters and Marianist Brothers. VASJ 
is committed to helping students 
grow in their faith, be challenged 
academically, follow their pas-
sions, and create high school 
memories and friendships that 
will last a lifetime.  The family 
spirit is felt by all who enter the 
school and makes VASJ a special 
place to learn and grow. 

If you are looking for a school 
that feels like a family, they invite 
you to join them at an Open 
House to experience the family 
environment that makes VASJ 
something truly special. Open 
House provides an opportunity 
to speak with students, teachers, 

and coaches about their unique 
academic, campus ministry, and 
athletic programs. They would 
love to have you as a part of the 
VASJ family.  

Willo-Hill Christian School
4200 State Route 306

Willoughby
(440) 951-5391

www.willohill.com/whcs

Willo-Hill Christian School is 
committed to providing a quality, 
Christian education for students 
in preschool through sixth grade.  
With a dedicated staff and 
smaller class sizes, the school 
provides individualized attention 
to students in a safe, Christ-cen-
tered atmosphere.  

WHCS has a full-day kindergar-
ten and offers both full-day and 
half-day options for preschool.  
Before and after school care is 
available for all students.  

Each student in grades K–6 
is provided with the use of a 
Chromebook as part of the 

in a loving environment 
open to EVERYONE!

440.289.8045
email: sdegidio@OSLpainesville.org 

www.oslpainesville.org

508 Mentor Avenue • Painesville, Ohio 44077
(across from Lake Erie College)

Discover 
  Christ Centered 
Academic 
  Excellence!

 Grades K through 8
 Full-day, 5-day Kindergarten
 Low student to teacher ratio
 High academic standards
 Dedicated, accredited teachers 
 Professional development of curriculum to meet and   
     exceed common core

 Remedial math and reading
 Daily Religion
 Technology Lab
 Media Center
 Accelerated Reading Program
 Middle School Enrichment Modules
 Band/Choir/Fine Arts
 Sports

       Jesus in our Living. 
             Jesus in our Learning.

U�Christ-centered learning in a 
loving environment
UNationally accredited
U�Kindergarten – 8th grade
UAcademic excellence
U�Joyfully serving Lake,  

Geauga and Ashtabula  
counties for over 38 years

508 Mentor Avenue • Painesville
440.357.7776 

Website: www.OSLpainesville.org
Email: sdegidio@oslpainesville.org 

Annual Fall Festival
Wednesday, October 3 • 5:30 pm

Open to the community - all are invited!
Entertainment, games, food vendors, fun, family, faith.

Better  TogetherBetter  Together

Notre Dame 
Elementary 

School

Nurturing Dreams, Excellence and Success

Sponsored by the Sisters of Notre Dame

JOSEPHINE AMBROSE, DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS
JAMBROSE@NDES.ORG | 440.279.1129

Nurturing Dreams, Excellence and Success

Jr. High Electives
Faith Formation

Outreach & Service
STEM/Challenge Gifted Program

Science Olympiad
FIRST LEGO Robotics

All-School Science Fair
State-of-the-art Technology

Critical Thinking

Problem Solving
Phonics in Motion
Visual & Performing Arts
Intervention Specialist
All & Half-day Preschool
Before & After Care
After School Clubs
Outdoor Education
Competitions

Sponsored by the Sisters of Notre Dame

Preschool-Grade 8

Private School Guide

Continued on next page
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school’s technology program.  
Special classes offered include 
art, music, physical education, 
and STEM Lab.  

Willo-Hill participates in the 
Ohio EdChoice Scholarship Pro-
gram.  Financial aid is available, 
and parents may choose from 
several payment plans.

For more information, please 
visit www.willohill.com/whcs or 

call (440) 951-5391 to schedule a 
tour of the campus.  

Willo-Hill Christian School: 
Where Students Grow in Faith 
and Knowledge.

Private School Guide
Willo-Hill School cont'd

 

  

   

 

  

 

V A S J . C O M / A D M I S S I O N S 

*admissions only/does not qualify for scholarship

OPEN HOUSES
October 14, 1 p.m.

November 7, 6 p.m.
March 21, 2019, 6 p.m.

ENTRANCE EXAMS
October 6 & 20, 9 a.m.

November 3 & 17, 9 a.m.
December 8*, 9 a.m. 

Corn & Pumpkin Festival
October 6 & 7, 13 & 14

9 am to 5 pm
Help husk, shell and grind the 

corn or plow behind draft horses 
while younger visitors make hand-
made cornhusk dolls and paint 
pumpkins.  Little farmers can pedal 
their way on mini tractors through 
the farm maze on the Pedal Tractor 
Overlook.  They can navigate the hay 
maze and play in the kid’s areas. 

During Harvest Weekend celebra-
tions, the whole family can explore 
the three-acre 'Alien Adventure' 
corn maze, enjoy harvest-themed 
crafts and other harvest activities 
including cooking demonstrations. 
Visitors may also enjoy all of Farm-
park's daily activities, ice cream mak-
ing and Showman’s Circle, featuring 

a farm-themed playground, water 
feature and covered shelter for live 
animal demonstrations. 

Alien Adventure Corn Maze
Tuesday through Sunday 

through October 14
11 am to 4 pm 

A spaceship has crashed again at 
Farmpark! Help Groot and friends 
locate the missing aliens throughout 
the maze and report your findings. 
Follow winding paths that steer you 
to intersections where you must 
decide which way to go. 

The maze is open 11 am to 4 pm 
Tuesday through Sunday, weather 
and field conditions permitting. To 
check the conditions of the maze call 
440-256-2122 or 800-366--3276.

Regular Farmpark admission/
membership applies for both events. 
Ages 12 to 59, $8. Ages 60+, $7. 
Ages 2 to 11, $6.  Under 2 and 
Farmpark members, FREE. 

Lake Metroparks Farmpark is lo-
cated at 8800 Euclid Chardon Rd. in 
Kirtland.  For more information visit 
goto.lakemetroparks.com/farmpark.

Fall Harvest FUN at Farmpark



TROOPS ARE FORMING NOW!
Come to a safe, no-limits place designed specifically for girls, where she’ll be inspired to 
seek out new challenges, build important skills, take the lead, and reach her full potential.

Join today at gsneo.org/join

800.852.4474
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How many times a day do you 
hear your kids say “Ewww, gross!”?  
Whether it’s boogers, burps, passed 
gas or stinky feet, kids are fascinated 
by everything grown-ups find dis-
gusting, and that’s where Grossology 
comes in!

Grossology: The (Impolite) Sci-
ence of the Human Body opens 
Friday, October 12 and runs through 
January 6, 2019 at the Science 
Center, and it’s included with the 
cost of general admission.  Grossol-
ogy is “science-in-disguise” where 

kids explore the good, the bad and 
the downright ugly about how their 
bodies work.  It’s so stinky, slimy, 
oozy and crusty, they’ll forget they’re 
learning about the science of the hu-
man body!

Guests of all ages will enjoy (or be 
grossed out by) climbing a skin wall 
covered with warts and hairs that 
act as hand and footholds, learning 
about the many reasons people throw 
up at the Vomit Center, creating dif-
ferent sounds that replicate the phys-
ics of passing gas, pumping soda pop 
from a three-foot tall can that makes 
a larger-than-life cartoon character 
burp, and acting like dust particles 
as they walk through a giant nose to 
learn about air filtering and mucous 
production.

Not gross enough yet?  How about 
a pinball game called “Gas Attack” 
with food items for bumpers, or 

a 30-foot long 3-D model of the 
digestive system for kids to climb 
through?  Learn about what causes 
runny noses from Nigel Nose-It-
All, a nine-foot tall animatronic 
figure with a leaky faucet for a nose, 
explore how boogers are formed, and 
attempt to play surgeon by removing 
organs from a giant “patient” without 
touching the sides.

Test your nose playing match-the-
body-odor smell at the Y U Stink 
activity, play Urine: The Game, and 
learn how food travels through the 
digestive system by watching an X-

ray machine.
Grossology is based on the book of 

the same name by Sylvia Branzei and 
was developed in conjunction with 
the author by Science World and 
Advanced Exhibits.  As a teacher, 
writer, curriculum designer and 
microbiologist, Branzei explains the 
concept of Grossology as a learning 
tool.  “This is science in disguise,” 
said Branzei. “If we teach students in 
their own words, they’ll understand 
better.”

Visit greatscience.com for more 
information or to purchase tickets.

‘Grossology’ exhibit 
opens October 12 

at Great Lakes Science Center

BEER WEEK
OVER 350 KEG TAPPING, 
BEER SIPPING EVENTS

CLEVELAND

OCTOBER 12-21
CLEVELANDBEERWEEK.ORG

Open Daily 
Sept. 15 - Oct. 28

Pick your own Apples,
Pumpkins Galore,

Fresh Apple Cider,
Pies, Donuts & Fritters! 

www.pattersonfarm.com

Patterson’s Farm Market
OPEN DAILY YEAR ROUND!

Phone: 440-729-1964
8765 Mulberry Road, Chesterland

Phone: 440-729-1964
11414 Caves Road, Chesterland

For families to enjoy
spending time together having 
creative fun in the out of doors!

Calling all mad scientists!  Great 
Lakes Science Center gets a hair-
raising transformation with the 
return of Spooktacular Science on 
Saturday, October 27 and Sunday, 
October 28!

Bring along your witch or wizard 
hat as you experiment with spooky 
hands-on activities and Halloween-
themed demonstrations.  Guests of 
all ages are sure to enjoy this family 
friendly party.  All activities are in-
cluded with general admission and 
costumes are encouraged!

Visit greatscience.com for info.

EWWW, GROSS!

Spooktacular 
Science 

October 27 and 28 
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LAKE METROPARKS FARMPARK

LAKEMETROPARKS.COM

Corn & Pumpkin 
Festival

October 6 & 7, 13 & 14
9 am to 5 pm

Just F       r Laughs!
Cartoon by Jerry King

Technology has made kids lazy these 
days.  She's sending her drone out to 

do her trick-or-treating for her."

If you and your family are look-
ing to swap the scares for sharks, 
stingrays and seahorses this Hallow-
een, look no further than Captain 
NEO’s Hauntaquarium, the Greater 
Cleveland Aquarium’s annual pirate-
themed celebration.  Happening on 
October 19, 20, 26 and 27 from  
6 –9 p.m., the event includes exclu-
sive after-hours access to the entire 
Aquarium as well as a boatload 
of activities—a safe trick-or-treat 
trail, a walkable gangplank, animal 
encounters, five-minute science ex-

periments and even a DJ dance party. 
The Aquarium’s fearless seafar-

ing Captain NEO will of course be 
making an appearance, and joining 
him throughout the night are bal-
loon artists, face painters, a magician 
and the Aquarium’s very own “land 
shark” Finn.  “You’re sure to find me 
spinning a tall tale or two and bust-
ing a few moves out on the dance 
floor,” says the Captain.

With such a wide variety of things 
to do, including all the fascinating 
marine life the Aquarium has to 
offer, there’s sure to be something 
for everyone at Hauntaquarium — 
and just like the event itself, the 
price won’t scare you away.  General 
admission tickets are $12 per person, 
and only $10 if you’re a Greater 
Cleveland Aquarium Annual Pass-
holder.  Visit www.greatercleveland 
aquarium.com for more information.

Ahoy! Greater Cleveland 
Aquarium’s Hauntaquarium is 
a family-friendly pirate party

hue," James says.
But avoid "bright or blue lights 

which stimulate the brain to produce 
cortisol, a wake-up hormone," she 
says.

Work on breathing techniques. 
If your child already struggles with 
anxiety, teach him coping mecha-
nisms during the day that you can 
employ at night too.  For example, 
have a younger child blow bubbles to 
calm down. 

Teach older children deep belly 
breathing.  Have them breathe in for 
five seconds and slowly breath out as 
if you have a birthday candle in front 
of you.

"But you don't want to blow it out. 
You just want the 'flame' to flicker," 
Sosland advises.

Offer a transitional object. Com-
fort your youngster with a stuffed an-
imal or a special blanket to help him 
sleep.  If you've become your child's 
favorite teddy bear, begin phasing out 
his reliance on you by getting up just 
as he's falling asleep.  If he starts to 
protest, promise that you'll check in 
on him in five minutes. 

If he's in the habit of snuggling 
up with you in your bed and you 
prefer independent sleeping arrange-
ments, have him transition to a pallet 
next to your bed.  Eventually, move 

his bed back down toward his own 
bedroom. 

Set up a sleep-promoting envi-
ronment. White noise, fans, sound 
machines and soft background 
music can push back the deafening 
silence of the night.  Also make sure 
your child's bed is comfortable, the 
temperature in the room is cool and 
put away any distracting electronic 
devices.

"Have your child take some control 
of the environment," James recom-
mends.  "Place the night light where 
they like it, bring their special lovey 
to bed, or even have a special blanket 
to 'keep them safe'.  By letting them 
take some ownership in the orga-
nization and arrangement of their 
room, they will feel more comfort-
able in their sleep space." 

Stick with a bedtime routine. 
Take time to reminisce about happy 
events from the day.  Listen to sooth-
ing music and put aside electron-
ics.  Read a calming, uplifting book 
together before bed. And help them 
come up with a positive image that 
they can picture as they're drifting 
off to sleep like playing with their 
favorite pet. 

If your child's night time anxiety 
continues to worsen, consult your 
family physician. 

Fear of the dark from page 9
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Burps and belches  
have never been so much fun!

The (Impolite) Science  
of the Human Body

OPENS OCTOBER 12
Free with general admission!

For students and adult learners 
looking to excel in today’s workforce, 
Auburn Career Center is there to 
provide the path to success.  Now, 
the cutting-edge career center, which 
has brought innovative career and 
technical education to students 
and adult learners in an array of 
industries for more than 50 years, 
announces a new brand identity and 
campaign focused on “Knowledge 
for the New Economy.”

Designed to illustrate the center’s 
leading position in arming individu-
als with the latest skills and training 
to meet the modern economy with 
confidence, this new campaign aims 
to position Auburn Career Cen-
ter as the lead voice in the skilled 
workforce development conversation 
among educators, students, parents 
and employers.

The new branding, which fea-
tures a content messaging strategy 
centered on “Life on Purpose,” 
recognizes that entering the work-
force directly from high school, 
attending college, or joining the 
military, is a lifestyle choice, rather 
than a decision made by default.  The 
new “Life on Purpose” messaging 

leverages success stories of Auburn 
Career Center alumni to highlight 
the institution as an “equal alterna-
tive” for high school students as well 
as adults. 

“There’s a common misconcep-
tion that workforce training institu-
tions are a second choice for those 
not able or interested in attending 
college,” said Brian Bontempo, 
superintendent of Auburn Career 
Center.  “That’s just not true.  We 
believe that attitude and goals drive 
achievements.  Our students are 
strivers – good enough is not good 
enough, so they strive for better,” 
said Bontempo.

Meeting today’s need for work-
force education, Auburn Career 
Center offers programs in an array of 
industries, including healthcare ser-
vices, automotive, hospitality, beauty, 
emergency services, industrial main-
tenance and facilities management, 
in addition to training in growing 
segments like healthcare and tech, 
and in those facing a skills gap such 
as manufacturing and welding.

For more information about 
Auburn Career Center, visit www.
auburncc.org. 

Auburn Career Center readies 
itself for the new economy

Colors of fall open house

Enjoy the sights, smells and tastes 
of autumn in northeast Ohio during 
the Colors of Fall Open House noon 
to 4 pm on October 7 at Peniten-
tiary Glen Reservation.  Explore 
more than 8.5 miles of scenic trails 
on a self-guided hike and enjoy the 
beautiful fall leaves along the way.  
Get creative with a craft, learn how 
wildlife prepares for the coming sea-
son and journey through a myriad of 
fall colors on miniature steam trains, 
1 to 3 pm (weather permitting). For 
safety reasons, pregnant women are 
not permitted to ride the trains. Free 
to all; all ages welcome.

Discover the many interactive 
exhibits and displays in the Nature 
Center, including the "Window on 

Wildlife.” Visit the new fall art show, 
“Take Another Look," featuring the 
recycled art of Danette Rushboldt. 
Engage with the outdoors in an acre 
of Nature Play fun, a children’s out-
door wild play space.  Discover the 
beautiful butterfly gardens, or enjoy a 
leisurely picnic. Browse the nature-
themed gifts at The Nature Store for 
bird feeders, T-shirts, field guides, 
toys, children’s books and more.  The 
Nature Center and Wildlife Center 
are open 9 am to 5 pm every day.  
Refreshments available for purchase.  

Penitentiary Glen Reservation is 
located at 8668 Kirtland-Chardon 
Road in Kirtland.  For more infor-
mation visit www.lakemetroparks.
com/events or call 440-256-1404.

The autumn 
colors reflect 

over the pond at 
Penitentiary Glen 

Reservation.
Photo by 

Sandra Dulla

ICYMI
In Case You Missed It

These articles and lots more are available at 
www.TodaysFamilyMagazine.com!

The ball field and playground at Classic Park in 
Eastlake was built for people with disabilities, 
especially those in wheelchairs, walkers, and with 
autism.  Originally published August 2018.

Contest held to recognize young innovative minds 
who have started a business or implemented a not 
for-profit idea.  Cosponsored by Today's Family.  
Originally published July 2018.

Miracle League of Lake County opens 
special needs ball field and playground 

More FUN under one roof than  
anywhere! Main Event features state-of-the-
art bowling, gravity ropes, laser tag, zip lining, 
over 100 video and arcade games, billiards, 
shuffleboard, food, drinks and much more! 
Originally published August 2018.

Lake Kidz Biz recognizes local, young 
entrepreneurs with awards 

www.TodaysFamilyMagazine.com



TODAY’S FAMILY MAGAZINE         OCTOBER2018          23

Goblins in the Garden
Experience Halloween Fun 

Saturday, October 6 and Sunday, October 7 • 10am – 4pm 

Bring the family, pack a lunch (or 
visit the refreshment stand, open 
daily, weather permitting) and relax 
in their outdoor farm fun area – 
designed for families with preschool 
and elementary age children to 
choose the pace and activities you 
most enjoy together.

In addition to the many other 
adventures, you can play in hay 
stacks, climb a tree house in the 
woods and slide down the 50 foot 
double slide, wander through a corn 
maze and take a wonderful nature 
hike through the ravines and hills of 
Geauga County.  The admission fee 
includes a wagon ride.

The fest is open daily through 
October 28.  Hours are Mon.–Thu. 
10 am–6 pm; Fri., Sat., Sun. 10 
am–5 pm.

The admission price is $5 per 

person Monday–Friday, and $8 
per person Saturday and Sunday.  
Children 2 years and younger are 
free. Seniors are $6 on Saturdays 
and Sundays. 

Pumpkin painting is available 
weekday afternoons (2–6 pm) as 
well as on weekends.  Cost is $4 and 
includes pumpkin.  

Patterson Family's Fun Fest takes 
place at their Mulberry Road loca-
tion.  Call 440-729-1964 or visit 
www.pattersonfarm.com for info.

Patterson Family Fun Fest
Open daily through October 28

Enjoy all of the not-too-scary 
splendors of the season at the annual 
Goblins in the Garden event Octo-
ber 6 and 7 at the Holden Arbore-
tum.  Corn stalk mazes, scarecrows 
and wagon rides are just part of the 
fall fun at this family favorite event.  
Costumed kids can trick-or-treat 
in the decorated gardens while the 
adults enjoy the crisp air and au-
tumn trails during northeast Ohio’s 
most colorful time of year.  Guests 
can enjoy live entertainment and 
seasonal snacks and, as always, dogs 
on leashes (and in costumes) are 
welcome at the arboretum.

Goblins in the Garden will take 
place 10am – 4pm; Admission is $15 
per car for members and $25 per car 
for nonmembers (up to 6 passen-
gers). 

Guests can enjoy autumn views 
from the treetops on the Canopy 
Walk and Emergent Tower. An ad-
ditional fee applies to nonmembers 
(no charge for members); tickets for 
both members and nonmembers can 
be obtained at the visitor center. 

The Holden Arboretum is located 
at 9500 Sperry Road in Kirtland. 

Additional information is available 
online at www.holdenarb.org.

Boo-tanical Bash
Cleveland Botanical Garden
University Circle, Cleveland

Saturday, Oct. 20 • 10am – 8pm
Sunday, Oct. 21 • Noon – 5pm
$10 per member; $15 per nonmember

This year, Boo-tanical Bash extends through the weekend, offering guests 
more time to enjoy Halloween fun. They’ve stirred up a witches’ brew of 
family-friendly activities, including trick-or-treating for costumed kids.  

For additional information visit cbgarden.org.

Great Lakes Stadium 16 
(440) 974-4372

Diamond Center 16 
(440) 352-8846
Midway Mall 8 
(440) 324-2195

Lakeshore 7
(216) 731-1701

Eastgate 10 
(440) 460-0399

THE COMPLETE FAMILY EXPERIENCE

Movies • Private Party Area 
Cake • Treats • Pizza • Popcorn

Have Your Birthday Party at 

For more information, 
visit us online at 

www.ATLASCINEMAS.net

EXPERIENCE 
LUXURIOUS 
COMFORT

Recline, relax and enjoy 
the show! Atlas Cinemas

introduces our guests 
to luxury seating with 

recliners at the  
Diamond Center 16 in 

Mentor and Great Lakes 
Stadium 16 in Mentor.Follow us on Facebook to

stay up to date on specials!

The Willoughby-Eastlake Public 
Library has launched a brand new 
toy library.  The toy library includes 
over 70 toys that can be checked out 
at the Willoughby and Willowick 
branches with a library card for 21 
days.  Many of the toys have been 
adapted for children with special 
needs.

The Willoughby-Eastlake Public 
Library worked with RePlay for 
Kids, a 501c3 nonprofit organiza-
tion of volunteers who repair and 
adapt toys and assistive devices for 
children with disabilities in north-
east Ohio.  Library staff members 
participated in a toy adaptation 
workshop to better learn how an 
adapted toy works and how to repair 
them.  An adapted toy is one that 
has been manipulated for ease of use 
for children with dexterity issues, 
typically by adding a large switch 
that can be pushed.

The W-E Play Toy Library was 
made possible through the con-
tribution of Angela Bair and the 
generosity of local businesses and 
community partners.  The W-E Play 
Toy Library is the first of its kind in 
Lake County and would not have 

been possible without their support.  
The W-E Play Toy Library is 

available to library card holders in 
good standing.  Up to three toys per 
family may be checked out and toys 
must be returned to the checkout 
desk at the library they were bor-
rowed from.  A late fee of $.10 per 
day will be incurred for overdue 
items.

To complement the toy library, 
adapted programming is also avail-
able at four Willoughby-Eastlake 
Public Library locations:

Storytime: Children with varying 
learning styles and abilities learn 
in a safe, supportive environment 
where respect and appreciation for 
differences is encouraged.  Content 
is geared for ages 3-7 but all ages are 
welcome. (Eastlake, Willoughby and 
Willowick Libraries)

LEGO Club: This LEGO Club is 
specifically for children with special 
needs and their families.  They pro-
vide the LEGOs and the children 
provide the imagination.  All ages 
are welcome.  (Willowick Library)

The Young and the Restless: 
A popular music and movement 

W-E Library launches toy library

See TOY LIBRARY on page 25
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Lil Kickers
Child Development Program

• Innovative, popular child development program
• Focus is on kids from 18 months to 8 years
• Classes run 40-50 minutes per session once a week
• Sign up early to lock in your preferred class time
• 12-week fall session begins early September

Call to sign up today!
Call Dan at 440-602-4000 ext. 229

38630 
Jet Center 

Drive
North of Route 2 

off Lost Nation 
Road

Willoughby

www.LNSPORTSPARK.com

Birthday Parties
Combine your child’s favorite sports activity 

with a complete birthday party package!

Call Marilyn at 440-602-4000, 
ext. 223 for details!

Aviators Fall Basketball
Season runs from 

September 13th thru late October 
Games played on Tuesday & Thursday Nights 

10 Game Season

Call Bob at 440-488-4809 or 
Eddie at 440-602-4000 ext. 225

Boys Divisions: 
5th/6th & 7th/8th 

KICK OFF THE 
SCHOOL YEAR!

FUN! FRIENDS! 
FITNESS!

YOUTH INDOOR 
BASEBALL LEAGUE

SOCCER 101
Soccer 101 is the “next step” in our youth soccer program. Targeted at 
kids ages 6-9, Soccer 101 includes both soccer foot skills training with 
small-sided soccer games. The emphasis is on FUN, coupled with an 

introduction to competition by playing some team matches. All teams 
will be coached by current and/or former soccer players.

• Fall session starts in September!
•12-week fee of $150, plus $15 registration fee

Contact Danny at (440) 602-4000 ext 236 
or danny.bartulovic@LNSPORTSPARK.com

LNSP is accepting registration 
for our popular off-season youth 
indoor baseball league for kids 

from ages 7-13.
• Age Divisions: 
        • 8 & under   • 10 & under    • 13 &under
• 8-game regular season, plus playoffs
• Session #1 runs from Oct. 14 thru Dec. 23
• Games played on Friday nights between 
  5-8 PM and Sunday mornings between
  7 AM - Noon
• Team fee of $735; Individual fee of $80

Contact Ed Strauss at 
(440) 602-4000 ext 225 or 

EStrauss@LNSPORTSPARK.com

 

 

38630 
Jet Center Drive

Willoughby
North of Rt. 2 off 
Lost Nation Road

440-602-4000

LOST NATION SPORTS PARK 

CELEBRATING
20 YEARS

IN OCTOBER

2019 LNSP Baseball

For more information contact Ed Strauss:
EStrauss@LNSPORTSPARK.com

440-602-4000 X. 225

January 4 – March 10
14u, 12u, 10u, full field divisions

$950/team for 7 games 
and possible playoffs

8u, side by side
$735/team for 8 games

Registration deadline: December 23
Training cage, turf and practice 

hours available to rent. Soccer 101
Soccer 101 is the “next step” in our youth soccer 
program. Targeted at kids ages 6-9, Soccer 101 in-
cludes both soccer foot skills training with small-sid-
ed soccer games. The emphasis is on FUN, coupled 
with an introduction to competition by playing some 
team matches. All teams will be coached by current 
and/or former soccer players.

Saturday mornings at 11 am
Contact Danny at 440-488-1313 or email 
danny.bartulovic@LNSPORTSPARK.com

Join us 
Saturday,  

October 20
for a fun 

open house 
for the whole 

family!

Lil Kickers
•  Innovative, popular child  

development program
•  Focus is on kids from  

18 months to 8 years
•  Classes run 40-50 minutes  

per session once a week
•  Sign up early to lock in your  

preferred class time
Call Dan at 440-602-4000 ext. 229

www.LNSPORTSPARK.com

Lil Sluggers
•  Introduction to baseball for kids 

from 2–5 years of age
•  Nationally franchised child devel-

opment program; exclusive loca-
tion in NE Ohio

•   Low student/instructor ratio  
(usually 4–6 kids per instructor)

Call Dave Boyza at 440-223-6827

Birthday Parties

Call Marilyn at 
440-602-4000, ext. 223

Combine your child’s favorite sports activity
with a complete birthday party package!



As your local independent agent, we’re 
your neighbor - someone you can trust and 
someone who’s here for you 24/7!

YOUR LOCAL 
HOMETOWN HERO

8039 Broadmoor Road • Mentor
440-946-4950
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It’s Fall – Oh Deer! 
6 tips to help prevent accidents

The temperatures have gotten 
cooler, and the trees are vibrant with 
color!  It is a beautiful time of year.

Fall also means animal-related car 
accidents are likely to rise.  Between 
October and December, the annual 
deer breeding season (known as the 
rut) occurs.  Deer can be very active 
and unpredictable during this time, 
and many find their way to our 
roadways.

Six recommended safety tips:
1. Be vigilant while driving in 

wooded areas. Although deer can 
be found almost anywhere, city or 
suburb, it is important to be extra 
cautious when driving through heav-
ily wooded areas. 

2. Use high beams whenever pos-
sible. High beams can help illumi-
nate deer and allow you to see the 
reflection of your lights in its eyes. 
Be cautious with high beams though; 
if a deer does cross your path, it may 
freeze in your headlights.  Be sure to 
turn them off quickly and beep your 
horn to help scare the deer away.

3. Watch for deer crossing signs. 
These signs are placed where there 
is an increased likelihood of coming 
across a deer so be sure to pay even 
more attention to your surroundings. 

4. Drive in the center lane when-
ever possible, if traveling down a 
multi-lane road.  This will give you 
just a little more reaction time if a 
deer darts in front of your vehicle.  If 
on a single lane road, stay as close to 
the center line as is safely possible.

5. Do not swerve.  If a deer enters 
the roadway, be sure to step on the 
brakes and keep your wheel straight. 
Typically, deer will move out of the 
way and if you swerve, you may put 
yourself back into the path of the 
deer.  Also, sharp turns can increase 
the likelihood of losing control of 
the vehicle and causing an accident 
with another vehicle, tree, etc.

6. Watch for relatives.  Deer do 
not travel alone so if you see one, be 
aware that there are more nearby. 
This is another reason swerving is a 
bad idea; swerving to avoid one deer 
may put you in the path of another.

Deer are one of the most danger-
ous animals to man due to their 
contributions to auto accidents. 
Taking simple precautions can be 
the difference between having an ac-
cident with a deer and almost having 
an accident with a deer.  There are 
products out there such as deer whis-
tles that attach to your car and emit 
a high-pitched whistle to notify deer 
of your oncoming vehicle.  There 
are conflicting reports as to their 
effectiveness, so be sure to take all 
necessary precautions when driving, 
especially at dawn or dusk when deer 
traffic is highest.

Courtesy of the 
Corsaro Insurance Group and 
Central Insurance Companies.

Matthew Corsaro is the president 
and owner of the Corsaro Insurance 
Group in Mentor.  His company and 
staff have been providing insurance 
solutions to families and busi-
ness owners for over 40 years.  Mr. 
Corsaro has obtained the Accredited 
Advisor in Insurance and Certified 
Insurance Counselor designations.  
Corsaro Insurance Group represents 
over twenty insurance companies.  
As well they have expertise in all 
areas of auto, home and business 
insurance.  They can be reached at 
440-946-4950.

class for 2-4 year olds with shakers, 
bubbles, the parachute and more. 
Not recommended for children with 
difficulties in loud environments but 
a great way to get the wiggles out! 
(Eastlake, Willoughby, Willoughby 
Hills and Willowick Libraries).

In addition to the Adapted Toy 
Library and special programming, 
there will be sensory kits available 

at each library location for children 
who are sensitive to noise.  The kits 
will include a pair of headphones, 
a stress therapy squeeze ball and a 
fidget toy for children to use while 
in the library if they are feeling over-
whelmed by noise or activity.

A list of all toys in the W-E Play 
Toy Library and a calendar of events 
can be found at we247.org.

Toy library from page 23
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You can help protect children from 
abuse or neglect by providing a caring 
environment for them until they can 
return to their parents or be adopted 
by a foster parent.  

Call LCDJFS to learn more about 
becoming a foster parent.

Call the Foster Care line:
440-350-4218 
440-918-4218 

KEEP KIDS SAFE!
Your home can make a difference

Foster homes give children safety, security 
and supervision.

Lake County 
Department of Job 

and Family Services

Jump into Fall Days
Saturday, October 6 • 1–5 pm
Sunday, October 7 • 1–5 pm

Swine Creek Reservation
16004 Hayes Road, Middlefield

(440) 286-9516
www.geaugaparkdistrict.org

Celebrate autumn with hands-
on activities for all ages: free 
horse-drawn wagon rides 1–4 pm, 
kayaking, fishing, face painting 
and balloon creations, food truck, 
corn box, seasonal treats and 
much more.  Bounce house with a 
slide exit on Sunday.

Scarecrow Extravaganza 
Saturday, Oct. 6 • 10 am–1 pm

Cleveland Botanical Garden
University Circle, Cleveland

(216) 721-1600 
cbgarden.org

This family-friendly event brings 
imagination and seasonal fun 
together as participants build 
life-size scarecrows.  Materials are 
provided, but personal touches 
from home help create scarecrows 
bursting with one-of-a-kind per-
sonality. Space is limited. Register 
in advance.  $10 per scarecrow.

Boo at the Zoo
October 12–14 • 5–9 pm
October 19–21 • 5–9 pm
October 26–28 • 5–9 pm

Cleveland Metroparks Zoo
clevelandmetroparks.com/zoo
Each ticket includes trick-or-

treating, unlimited 4-D Theater 
movies, rides on the Circle of 
Wildlife Carousel and rides on the 
Boomerang Line train in Austra-
lian Adventure.  Guests can also 
enjoy the Hay Maze, Monster 
Mash Dance Party, costume char-
acters and more.

Guests are encouraged to wear 
fun (not scary) costumes to the 
event.  Tickets are available now 
at futureforwildlife.org/boo and at 
the zoo's box office.  

Dr. UR Awesome’s 
Halloween Bubble Show

Sat., October 13 • 11–11:45 am
Morley Library

184 Phelps Street, Painesville
(440) 352-3383

www.morleylibrary.org 
Dr. UR Awesome has mastered 

the art of the bubble! Join in 
to watch the current Guinness 

World Record Holder for largest 
indoor and outdoor soap bubbles 
perform amazing feats of bubble 
magic, with a touch of Halloween 
flare. All ages welcome, no regis-
tration needed.

Night Creatures
Sat., October 13 • 1:30 pm
Mentor Headlands Library

4669 Corduroy Road
(440) 257-2000

As the sun goes down and 
darkness envelopes the forest, 
there are many animals that rouse 
from their slumber in search of 
a meal.  Get an in-depth look at 
the nocturnal animals from the 
Lake Metroparks Wildlife Center 
and discover how they function at 
night.

Bake-Off: Monster Edition
Mon., October 14 • 6 pm

Mentor-on-the-Lake Library
5642 Andrews Road

(440) 257-2512
www.mentorpl.org

Kids (K–5 grade) can challenge 
their friends in the yummiest 
contest ever. They’ll compete to 

see who can make the spookiest 
monster out of cookies.

A Haunting at the Hills!
Wed., October 17 • 6:30 pm

Willoughby Hills Library
35400 Chardon Road

(440) 942-3362
we247.org

Enjoy crafts, games and stories 
during this annual Halloween 
event!  Treats and face painting 
will be provided. Don’t forget 
your costume!  Registration re-
quired.

Firehouse Friends
Thu., October 18 • 10:30 am

Mentor Main Library
(440) 255-8811

www.mentorpl.org
Join our friends from the Men-

tor Fire Department for stories 
and songs. Meet the local fire-
men. Find out what it's really like 
to be a fireman. Open to all ages. 
Each time kids attend the “Fire-
house Friends” story time they 
will receive a raffle ticket for a 
chance to win lunch with the fire-
men in December.

Calendar of Events
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2000 Sycamore Street, Cleveland, OH | 216.862.8803 | greaterclevelandaquarium.com 

Avast ye, mateys! Stay warm and dry at our trick-or-treat pirate party. 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19 & 20 and OCTOBER 26 & 27 

6-9PM 

magic • face painting • animal encounters • games • DJ dance party • & so much more! 

Buy tickets now!

$12 general | $10 passholders | children under 2 FREE

  Barks for Books
Sat., October 20 • 9:30 or 10 am

Eastlake Library
36706 Lake Shore Boulevard

(440) 942-7880
Practice your reading skills by 

reading to a therapy dog! (Grades 
K–5).  Registration required.

 
Fall Festival & Resource Fair

Tue., October 23 • 5:30–7:30 pm
Crossroads Early 

Childhood Services
1083 Mentor Avenue, Painesville

(440) 358-7370
Join in for an evening of family 

fun.  Come in costume.  Featuring 
community resource information, 
program enrollment opportuni-
ties, prize drawing, pumpkins, 
crafts, face painting, treats and 
more!  For Lake County residents.

Halloween Blast!
Wednesday, October 24 • 7 pm

Willowick Library
263 E. 305 Street 
(440) 943-4151

Get ready for Halloween with 
stories, games & crafts! Be sure 
to wear your Halloween costume. 

There may even be a spooky treat 
to take home. All ages welcome! 
Registration required.

Beggar’s Night
Friday, October 26 • 5:30–8 pm

Lake County History Center
415 Riverside Drive 
Painesville Township

(440) 639-2945
www.LakeHistory.org 

Give stress free trick or treating 
a try with this no hassle night per-
fect for you and your little ghouls.  
Ideal for ages 2–11.  You’ll find 
plenty of merriment inside the 
haunted museum.  Hear spooky 
stories by the bonfire and then 
tour the scary but safe halls with 
treats at every door.  Costumed 
greeters will add to the fun as 
they pass out candy and display 
their themed attire.  Afterward, 
enjoy a snack in the café.  

Trick-or-treaters go in groups, 
four groups per hour.  Register for 
hour one or hour two.  The last 
group starts at 7:30 pm.  Hour 
one start times are between 5:30–
6:30 pm   Hour two start times are 
between 6:30–7:30 pm.

Tickets are $8 per child.  Call 
440-639-2945.  No refunds.

Halloween Spooktacular!
Monday, October 29 • 6:30 pm

Willoughby Library
30 Public Square
(440) 942-3200
www.we247.org

Enjoy crafts, games and stories 
during our annual Halloween 
event! Don’t forget your costume! 
Registration required.

Trick or Treat at the Library
Tuesday, October 31 • 9 am–9 pm

Wickliffe Public Library
1713 Lincoln Road, Wickliffe

(440) 944-6010
www.wickliffepl.org

Kids 12 and under, stop by the 
library dressed in costume to 
receive small treats as they walk 
through the library.

How to Build a Model Railroad
Sat., November 3 • 9 am– 2 pm
Lakeland Community College

Athletic & Fitness Center
7700 Clocktower Drive

Kirtland
(440) 256-8141
www.MCR5.org

This event is FREE and open to 
the public!  Featuring basic layout 
framing, basics of laying track, 
simple wiring, basic scenery, and 
model building.  See operating 
layouts.  Bring your questions, 
take home answers!

St. Gabriel 
Christmas Craft Boutique
Fri., November 9 • 6–9 pm

Sat., November 10 • 9 am–3 pm
St. Gabriel School

9935 Johnnycake Ridge Road
Concord Township

Come and experience the high 
quality craftsmanship of over 100 
inspired artisans.  Don't miss this 
amazing opportunity to buy for 
those special people on your 
Christmas list.  Admission is $3 for 
18+.  Students and veterans are 
free.  No strollers please.

Calendar of Events

MORE LISTINGS 
can be found at 

TodaysFamily
Magazine.com!




